THE  BROKEN  THIGHS
(Orubhangam)

INTRODUCTION

. THE great battle of the Kuras and the Pandavas eliminated In the
duel between the gigantic Bhima and Duryodhana, the champion of
the Knras. They fought with maces. Bbima was all but defeated when
with a mighty effort he struck a foul blow and broke Duryodbana's
thighs. This play is the tragedy of Duryodhana's defeat and death.

In the Mahabbarata there Is a section called Gadayuddha-parvan
(LXXXII in the IXth Book). Durypdhana (32) challenges the Pandavas
to a single combat. Yudhishthira agrees, but Krishna says he has made
a mistake. Nobody ean defeat Duryodhana In an honest fight. Bbima
defies Duryodhana. Baladeva comes to see the fight and the two
champions fall 'upon each other (34).

After a digression the story goes on (55). All repair to Samanta-
pancaka. Bhima and Duryodhana face each other; the princes make
a circle round, them. The champions abuse each other and fall to with
their maces (57). Duryodhana breaks Bhima's eoat-of-malL Krishna
tells Arjuna that Bhima cannot win by honest fighting. Then Arjuna
slaps his left thigh, so that Bhima sees Mm. Bhima smashes Duryo-
dhana's thighs (58). Bhima scorns the fallen warrior and mishandles
him. Yudhishthira restrains Bhima and speaks solicitous words to
Duryodhana. Baladeva blames Bhima for breakiag the law of fighting.
Krishna holds him back arict argues the point. Baladeva is not con-
vinced ; he praises Duryodhana and promises Bhima a bad reputation.
He takes himself off,

Krishna approves what has happened and congratulates the king on
regaining the realm. Warriors praise Bhima. Krishna advises them
to go home and reviles 'Duryodbana. Duryodhana raises himself half-
way up and abuses Krishna for his cunning. Krishna answers with
repeated reproaches. Duryodbana congratulates himself that he has
had the greatest loss on earth and will now go to heaven. Heaven
Indicates its concurrence. All are depressed at this, but Krishna assures
them that their powerful opponents could not have been killed In lawful
warfare, and. dismisses them to their homes (61). They go to the Kuril
camp. Krishna is sent to Hastinapura to conciliate Gandhari. / He